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The second sess ion .
The role of explicit knowledge.
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Students don’t always learn the 

grammar we teach; s ome 

structures  s eem too hard for 

them to us e even when they 

know the rules .

S h a r e  y ou r  id e a s  a b ou t  
f o l low in g s t a t e m e n t
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Explicit knowledge is  important 

becaus e this  is  what can guide 

learners  to construct accurate

s entences  at the initial stages  of 

learning.

W h y  s h ou ld  w e  t e a c h  
gr a m m a r  r u le s ?
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W h a t  f a c t or s  c a n  im p e d e  
u n d e r s t a n d in g of  gr a m m a r  r u le s ?

Grammar rules can sometimes be 
long and complex. They are often 

expres s ed in burdens ome language, 

which might prevent clear 

understanding.

0 1

Learners  with a stronger academic 

background can generally cope with 

s uch grammar rules  better than les s  

experienced ones .

0 2
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There is  a limit to how much 

information a learner can 

manipulate in their  working memory 

at any given time.

0 3
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W E  L E A R N  
G R A M M A R  

R U L E S

P le a s e  r e m e m b e r !

W E  
C O N S T R U C T  

E X P L I C I T  
K N O W L E D G E

W E  T R Y  T O  
A P P L Y  T H E S E  
R U L E S  W H I L E  

S P E A K I N G
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W E  L E A R N  
G R A M M A R  

R U L E S

P le a s e  r e m e m b e r !

T H I S  I S  E X T R E M E L Y  D I F F I C U L T  B E C A U S E  
W E  C A N  M A N I P U L A T E  A N D  C O N T R O L  

O N L Y  A  V E R Y  S M A L L A M O U N T  O F  
I N F O R M A T I O N  I N  O U R  W O R K I N G  M E M O R Y .  
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T h e  a m ou n t  of  in f or m a t ion  w e  e x p e c t  ou r  s t u d e n t s  
t o  p r oc e s s , s t or e  in  m e m or y  a n d  p u t  in t o  u s e . 
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We hold the view that the 

grammar rules  provided before

practice s hould generally be 

concis e and trans parent.  
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W h a t  le a r n in g s t e p s  w ou ld  le a d  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  
gr a m m a r  le a r n in g? 

0 1

We provide learners with metalinguistic 
explanations  or stimulate them to work 

out grammar rules  by thems elves .

Then we give learners  enough time for 

“controlled”  practice activities .

0 2

We allow learners  to generate correct 

s entences  at the formulation stage and 

monitor their  s peech in real- time.

0 3

Clear understanding of grammar 

tr iggers  s elf- correction.

0 4
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E a r ly  s t a ge s  of  gr a m m a r  le a r n in g
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E X P L A N A T I O N

S E L F -
C O R R E C T I O N

C O N T R O L L E D
P R A C T I C E  

S T U D E N T S  A R E  
A B L E  T O  

C O N S T R U C T  
A C C U R A T E  

S E N T E N C E S  A T  
T H E  I N I T I A L  

S T A G E S  O F  
L E A R N I N G .  
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W E  L E A R N  
G R A M M A R  

R U L E S

W h a t  p r a c t ic e  a c t iv it ie s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  
e s t a b l is h  e x p l ic it  k n ow le d ge ?

K N O W L E D G E - O R I E N T E D  A C T I V I T I E S
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Knowledge-oriented activities are simple, often 
mechanical grammar exercises typically provided after 

a new grammar rule has been presented.  
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Create opportunities for the learner to use the target grammatical feature 
repeatedly.

S hould not become overly repetitive.

S hould allow s ufficient thinking time to apply the relevant explicit knowledge.

K n ow le d ge -or ie n t e d  a c t iv it ie s
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Thes e activities  s hould als o provide opportunities  for corrective feedback.
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Fill- in- the- blanks  

exercis es .

Multiple choice 

quizzes .

S orting 
adjectives ,  verbs  
and nouns

E x a m p le s  of  
k n ow le d ge -or ie n t e d  
a c t iv it ie s
ALFRED MERCIER
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Combining 

s entences .

Rearranging s entences  into 

chronological order.
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Complete the text.  Put the verbs  in 
brackets  into the past s imple or  the 
past per fect.  

In the late 1 960 s , the members of a community choir in Liverpool ( 1 ) _____

( meet) every Friday at 8 p.m. to s ing together. But one day in 1 968, it was already

8.25 and the s ingers ( 2) _____ ( not / arr ive) . They ( 3) _____ ( be) extremely

fortunate because at that moment a fire ( 4 ) _____ ( destroy) the community centre.

The twelve members of the choir ( 5) _____ ( have) different reas ons for being late.

Four people ( 6) _____ ( cannot start) their cars . Two people ( 7 ) _____ ( forget)

about the meeting, other members ( 8) _______( decide) to finish some work and

another person ( 9) _____ ( fall) s ick.

Le t ’s  a n a ly s e  s om e  
k n ow le d ge -or ie n t e d  

a c t iv it ie s
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ask 
call
give
hold
leave 
s ay
s peak
take 
tell

pleas e?Can 

Could

I  

You
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H ow  m a n y  p h on e  
e x p r e s s ion s  c a n  y ou  
m a k e  f r om  t h e  w or d s  
in  t h e  b ox e s  b e low ? 

me 
him
her
you

a few details ,   
a mes s age,
back later,
I  called, 
on,
to [ s omeone's  name]
who's  calling, 
that,  
that again,  
up, 
your name,
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T ic k  t h e  c o r r e c t
s e n t e n c e s  a n d  
c o r r e c t  t h e  
s e n t e n c e s  w it h  
m is t a k e s . 
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• H E  D E C I D E D  M A K E  A  H I G H  O F F E R  T O  B E  S U R E  
H E  C O U L D  B U Y  T H E  S E C O N D - H A N D  C A R .

2 .  I  I N T E N T  T O  C O N T I N U E  T O  I M P R O V E  M Y
L E V E L  O F  S P O K E N  E N G L I S H .

3 .  T H E Y  P E R S U A D E D  M E  A P P L Y I N G  F O R  T H E  
P O S I T I O N  O F  A S S I T A N T  M A N A G E R .

4 .  I T ' S  R E C O M M E N D E D  T O  B O O K  A  T A B L E  I N
A D V A N C E .

5 .  C A N  I  R E M I N D  Y O U  N O T  D R I V I N G  W I T H O U T
H A V I N G  Y O U R  L I C E N C E  W I T H  Y O U .

6 .  T H E  L A W Y E R S  A D V I S E D  H I M  S A Y  H E  W A S  
G U I L T Y  O F  T H E  C R I M E .
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'Rewriting an active sentence with 

two objects  in pas s ive voice means  

that one of the two objects  

becomes  the s ubject,  the other one 

remains  an object.  Which object to 

trans form into a s ubject depends  on 

what you want to put the focus  on'.
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C a n  y ou  d o it  b e t t e r ? 
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