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“…explicit knowledge is 
what makes it possible for 
learners to form correct 
sentences with target 
grammatical structures 
during practice. As learn-
ers continue using explicit 
knowledge to form new 
sentences over the course 
of practice, GKSC can 
gradually develop.” 
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Encouraging 
the develop-
ment of GKSC 

Activities like the 
communicative drill 
above can encourage 
the development of 
GKSC but to a limited 
extent only. This sug-
gests that, as prac-
tice unfolds, a shift 
towards more com-
plex activities is 
needed. 
 
 
For practice to be ef-
fective, it should rep-
licate the processing 
conditions which 
learners will encoun-
ter while performing 
in the real world. 
 
 
As targeted commu-
nicative practice pro-
gresses, activities 
should mirror more 
closely oral commu-
nication in everyday 
settings. 
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